JANUARY I7IO-II

Journal to Stella

penny papers a half-penny every half-sheet,1 which will
utterly ruin Grub-street, and I am endeavouring to prevent
it. Besides, I was forwarding an impeachment against a
certain great person; that was two of my businesses with
the secretary, were they not worthy ones ? It was Ford's
Birth-day, and I refused the secretary and dined with Ford.
We are here in as smart a frost for the time as I have seen;
delicate walking weather, and the Canal and Rosamond's
Pond2 full of the rabble sliding and with skates,3 if you
know what those are. Patrick's bird's water freezes in the
gally-pot,4 and my hands in bed.
Feb. i .5 I was this morning with poor lady Kerry, who
is much worse in her head than I. She send me bottles
of her bitter, and we are so fond of one another, because
our ailments are the same; don't you know that, Madam
Stella? Han't I seen you conning ailments with Joe's
wife,6 and some others, sirrah? I walkt into the city to
dine, because of the walk, for we must take care of Presto's
health you know, because of poor little MD. But 1 walkt
plaguy carefully, for fear of sliding against my will; but
I am very busy.
2. This morning Mr. Ford came to me to walk into the
city, where he had business, and then to buy books at
1  The Stamp Act was not passed until 10 June 1712, to come into force
on the ist of August* See p. 553 n.9
2  In the time of Charles II the scattered ponds in St. James's Park were
united to form a single length of water known from its shape as the *canal'.
Rosamond's pond lay in the south-west corner of the park (Wheatley and
Cunningham, London Past and Present, iii. 168). It was filled up in 1770.
Frequently mentioned in the literature of the time.  See Aitken's Tatler,
ii. 79 n.1                                                                                       *
3  Blade skates were introduced into Engknd from Holland by exiled
Cavaliers, who had learned their use abroad.  Evelyn mentions them in
his Diary under i Dec. 1662; and they are mentioned by Pepys under
i and 8 Dec. 1662.
4  Used of any small earthenware pot. Now usually 'gallipot*,
s Tht Examiner, No. 27 (26), which appeared on i Feb., a clever
paper, eulogized the virtues of the new ministers by contrast with their
predecessors*                                                 * Mrs. Beaumont.
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